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| LIKE SLOVENIA,

IT'S A BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY WITH
LOTS OF DIFFERENT LANDSCAPES AND INFLUENCES

THE PEOPLE ARE CHARMING AND THE FOOD AND WINE
ARE VERY HIGH QUALITY AND INCREDIBLY VARIED
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The Ljubljanica River flows through central Ljubljana.

Slovenia s a tiny country. At 8,000 square miles it 1s slightly smalier than
Wales and New Jersey, but with only just over 2 million mhabitants it is less
populous than either of those, Indeed as the capital aty, Liubljana, only
has around 280,000 inhabitants, it cannot even claim to be the largest
Slovenian city in the world - strangely it seems that hanour 15 held by
Cleveland, Ohwo - depending on your definition of a Sloventan of course,

Slovenia enjoys a broadly continental climate, but as you might
imagineg, Slovenia's tiny coastal zone bnngs a distinctly Mediterranean
nfluence

Historically, Siovenia was part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire up to
1918 and a republic of Yugosiawia atter World War Two before becoming
an independent state in 1991, Between the two wars the coastal

strip of modern Slovenia was actually annexed by italy as the region
traditionally had a large population of ethnic Italians and enjoyed an
talian culture

Piran Cafe society

All of which helps 10 explain the wonderful vanety you find. Germanisc,
Hungarian, italian and Slavic influences can be found in different parts of
the country, making tourng it an exciting experience - it offen feels ke
traveliing around Europe in miniature

A visit 10 this beautiful country is always a delight. It rmight be small

but there is a great deal 10 entertain the travelier. The julian Alps and
Kamnik-Savinja Alps provide stunning scenery, idyllic lakes, fast running
frout streams and excelient skiing. The country 1S dotted wath attractive
towns where the weary traveller will find a welcoming inn where they
can try some of the local cuisine and wine

A really fascnating insght into cultural and cimatic ditferences is that
in the cool, wet north east of the country the tradition is 10 smoke meat
and sausages in order to preserve them. The coastal area has a dry
Mediterranean climate and there they dry their hams 1o make Priut, the
Slovenian word for prosciutto

The Wine Regions of
Slovenia N
Map by Quentin Sadler .

Slovenia wine map

Liubliana, the delightiul capetal Oty was largely destroyed by an earthquake
N 1895 and was rebuilt in the Austrian Secessionist style, so resembies parts
of Vienna and Prague, Although traditional Stav and Germanic dishes are
widely available, Liubljana has become a real melting pot over the last 20-
odd years with a huge vanety of culinary styles being wadely available

Alter Liubliana, perhaps my favourite places to visit in Slovenia are Bled,
Piran and Pty

Lake Bled is beautiful, complete with an island and a castie on a cliff
high above the lake and the town. The surrounding area is very Slav
with traditional cake shops and timber framed inns where schnitzels,
dumplings and cream cakes are on all the menus

Piran is very different. Once an outpost of the Venetian Republic it covers a
tiny peninsula and is a vibrant sea-side town that retains a very Ralian feel. it
15 full of Iively squares, superb seafood restaurants and beautiiul beaches
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Not too far away from Piran you will find the Lipica Stud Farm
where the iconic Lipizzaner Horse - of Vienna's Spanish Riding
School fame - has been bred for over 400 years. Also nearby Is the
extraordinary Postojna Cave system which is one of the top tourist
attractions in the country

Just 3s exciling is the delightful littie cobbled city of Ptuj -
pronounced P-two-ge_ It is the oldest town in the country and has
Roman ruins in the main street, while an imposing Hapsburg Castie
sits on the hill above the town. This part of Slovenia was mainly
ethnically German before 1918 and was actually part of Austria
itself

All this vanety effects the wines oo, as you might expect. Those from
istria, on the coast, often have an Itakan and Mediterranean feel fo them,
while the wines of North Eastern Slovenia generally share that sense of
purity that defines the wines of thesr Austrian neighbours
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Vineyards in Brda

Slovenia has three main wine regions, Primorska, Posavie, and

Podravje, whach are then further divided into distncts
Podravie is in the north 2as! of the country, it borders Austria and
Hungary and includes the important wane districts of Jeruzalem-0Ormoz2

and Pty

Primorje means coastal and incorporates all the districts near the sea
and the talian border in the west of Slovenia, including the districts

of Gornska Brda, Vipavska Dohina (Vipava Valley), Kras and stna

Under the Socialst system of the Yugoslay times, there were no, or at

any rate very few, private wine producers as everything was supposed

to be soid through the coaperatives. That has completely reversed now

with the co-0ps in retreat and private estates dominating production

Primorje Region Wines -
Goriska Brda

Gonska Brda was named after the local capital of Gonzia. This city
however, was awarded 1o Italy in 1947, so Tito's regime Duilt the

replacement Nova Gorica right on the border. Brda s a sub-regios

or distnict, of the Primone wine region whach engoys a broadly
Mediterranean climate, although there

from the Julian Alps. The sheert range of wines produced in Brda is quite

bevaldenr 0, SSPDECIANY WhHin YOu reasse

small, normally between & and 20 hectaras, The area consists of gentle
hills that have terraced vineyards in order t mbat soil ¢ "
Brda has a long tradition of fine winemaking and is the most famous

wine district in the country. Tha style here 15 often 1o make very complex

and nch wines with long maturation In gak. In recent years spontaneous
fermentahons and extended ageing on the skins has also become
important, so a iot of producers make Orange wines

Brda means hills in Slovenian and s simply a part of taly's Collio regeon
that was detached when the border was fixad In 1947 - Collio means

hills in takan

AS a consegquence of that history, many estates have vineyards on
DOth siges of the modem Dorger wihiuch mage 2 vory (eircult during

Communist times ar 3 gt up unt Slovenia jomed the EL

Ales Kristandic have just disgorged some Pure Rosé
on the terrace at Movia

MOVIA

Jne of the most famous estates in Sloversa, Mowvia has belonged o

the same family since 1820, saght generations of winemakers so far
nce the farce of nature 1hat is Ales Knistaniic 1ook over from his father
3150 AlesS - a few years ago he has taken Mowvia in 3 new direction,

towards natural wines, It isn't a big estate, pust IS hectares ~ 7 of which

border intaly -t

are actually over thy yut it is now farmed arganically and

io-dynamically. The passion, some might say manic exuberance with
which Ales assaults everything, really shines through in his wines. Like
him they hayve something to say and have a vital energy about them. He

$ a dedicated winemaker wath great attenhon to detall and all his wines

are good, many are astonishing
Try: Their magnificent Puro sparkiing wines. The white is a blend of
Chardornay and Rebula, while the rose s pure Pinot Noir, For both there
5 3 long spontansous fermentation followed by four years on lees in
pak barrels. Once bottled it undergoes a second fermentation, but 15 not

ISQOre

jed. Instead the consumer disgorges i themselves using a tub of
waler. I1's quite alarming the first ime you do it but the complexity of the
wine makes it a knack well-worth acquinng. just imagine how theatrcal
the dining axpenence would be 1o have a magnum of this disgorged In

front of you at the restaurant 1able!

Also try: Movia Sivi Pnot Ambea - an arange wine fermented m barrets
n the skins, with no added sulphur or yeast and then aged for I8

nonths in oak. This is a great wine and shows just what complexity can

be achieved with Pinot Grigic

Mowvia’s wines are distributed in the UX by Meadowudale Wines
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The cellars at Marjan Simdic, complete with wooden eggs

Simcic Vneyards

MARJAN SIMCIC

ust a stroll away from Movia, you come 10 Marnan SImaics

winery and Marjan could not be mare different from his

Where Ales Kristantil s loud and greganous ar

nto 3 karacke party, Marjan s quiet and unassuming. And yet he

onate about his wines and it shows 100, Again this is

EQUAIY Dass

21gnbour

1 lums every tasting

<

not

DIg estate, just IS heclares that the family have lended since arou

B60 and again halt of them are in taly Manan farms organically
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Vineyards in Brda

Primorje Region Wines -
Vipava Valley

he Vipava Valley eautiful place just ith and east of
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BURJA ESTATE
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N together wath a seam of fresh grapefruit acitty keeping it adl
1 and thaling, ! ery fine, with a long satistying finest
Felite Buna Zoelen, wheth 1S aromatic and fresh with some | nt
§ & wi t 2§ v' WIr .;‘,"”” LANS green
nd has citrus flavours, green apple and something saline and
sbout it. A perfect aperitif or great served with shellfist
faf esd tributed in the UK by Les Caves De Pyre
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Vineyards in the beautiful Vipava Valley

TILIA ESTATE

My friend MatjaZ Lemut leamad his wine making in Switzerland before
returning home to his beloved Vipava Vatley in 1996. Today he farms

10 hectares on his Tika Estate. Tidia means Linden or Lime trees, which
surround the house and winery

it was in Switzeriand tog, that Mat)az fell madly in iove with Pinot
Noir. He does grow other grapes and make other wines, but Pinot Noir
remains his focus and his passion, o much so that he calls his estate
the House of Pinots

MatjaZ is a great winemaker, a great character and a real force of nature
That energy and passion seems to flow into his wines making them feel
vibrant and vital

Try: Tilia Estate Pinot Noir i5 a generous wine, made from very ripe
grapes which are then further enriched by having 20% of the juice bled
off It's fermented in stainless steel before being aged on the kees in
Slavonian and French oak. 11 is a frust forward style, with even a glimpse
of black cherry richness, a creamy ripe palate and swee! tannins

Also try: Tilia Estate Pinot Gris, lees agesng and stirnng for four months
gives the wine a creamy richness and complexity that can be surprising
The wine has lovely brightness and freshness 100 and so the overall
effectis 1o be really well balanced and very, very drinkable

Tita Estate wines are distributed m the UK by Solaris Wines

MatjaZ Lemut in his vineyards in the Vipava Valley
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Bojan Kobal's Sauvignon Blanc vines

Podravje Region Wines

Slovenia's largest wine region, Podravie enjoys a continental
climate and has much in common with neighbouring Austria
Indeed the main sub-region is Stajerska Slovenija, which means
Slovene or Lower Styna. It is simply a continuation of the Austnan
region of Styiria and until 1918 they were the same place. As a
consequence there is an Austrian feel 10 much of the architecture,
the culture and the wines - indead some Austrian producers

have vineyards on both sides of the border today, most notably
Weingut Gross

A group of medieval Crusaders arrived in a beautiful village near
Liutomer and were so taken by the area, I1s people and wines, that they

decreed that they must have arrived at Jerusalem, the Crusade’s goal, so
changed the name of the village and stayed put! To this day Jeruzalern
IS an mmportant wine willage and produces some great white wines and
dessart wanes, including botrytised wines and ice~winas

The conditions here are very hke neighbouring Austria and so the
emphasis s overwhelmingly on white wines, although good exampies

of Pinot Nowr are produced

The most important white grape s Furmint as it has been grawn here
since Roman times. Locally it is traditionally called Sipon and legend
has it that a French officer during the Napoleonic Wars was heard to
comment enthusiastically about a wine {Cest), ¢t bon'
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The old Sauvignon Blanc vines on this slope make one of Bojan’s single vineyard wines

KOBAL WINES
dojan Kobal s another good friend of mine who 1S a very talented

winemaker. Bojan grew up surrcunded by vineyards and wine and went

Bojan Kobal at the door of a 16th century house on his estate

jobs 1o hone his craft before he returned 1o run the famely vineyards and
10 Create a new estate of his own 100. His vineyvards are n the beautfu
Haloze district of S1ajerska, which = a stretch of hils along the banks of

ihe Drava Rwer near the charming city of Ptu)

Bojan 1s a very precise and scentific winemaker and that 1s how his
wines feal, hght, precise and pure - 3 styie that | lowe
For some reason Bojan's wines are not yet avadable in the UK, which

15 strange, because they are really very, very good. If any importers are

reading this, do yourseives a favour and boing in his wines. Latety he has

branched out into natural wines including a pair of very 1asty Pet-Nat

sparkiing wines called Bajta

Try: Kobal Sauvignon Blanc, this 1s amazingly fresh, bright and zingy, but

2150 has real depth, concentrahon ar chines 15 Wi 35 that lovely
refreshing cut of acidity that Sauvignon does so well There is grapefrud
mandann, passionfruit and ime on the nose and palate, while there 1S
also a lovely creamy texture from ageing on the lees

Also try: Kobal Family Estates Blaufrankisch. Blaufrankisch s known

as Lemberger in Germany, Kékfrankos o Hungary and in Slovenia it 18
nore properly called Modra Frankinia, while Bolan uses its Austrian
name. Blaufrankisch is akso known as the Pinot Noir of the East. because
it produces wines with simidar weight to Pinot, thisisan g SDICY

{ake on the grape

Beautiful Vineyards at jeruzalem Ormo2

VERUS

Meanng truth in Latin, Verus 1S a jont venture that ¢

mbmes the

vineyards owned by three families. It was created in 2007 by Rajko

S ™ C., 4 10 5 s 1 ) § A
ZhCar, Danilo Snajder and BoZidar Grabovac wt
fnends while holding senior positons in the influer

cooperative winery In thes

10 OWN SOMe vineyards, SO pooiing ther preCous resou

commercial quaniity was a very sound idea

Today the company farms twenty-hve hectares of

ct

OrmoZ and Liutomer. The friends aim to progduce wing

and precision, very muct
admirably with a range that includes Furmint, Sauy

Gns, Chardonnay and Pinot Noar

Try: Verus Furmunt, 3 dry styie of the grape that is i

grown in Hungary’s Tokaji region

I0% barrel fermenting and lees ageng adds a gent

overwhelmingly I1's a bright and vibrant style with plenty of white peach

n the Austrian tradition, and

gnon, Resting, Pinot

meion, haney and crisp, ively lemon and green apnle

AlSO try: Verus Riesling, a fresh, tioral and incredibly

this exciting grape. It 1s dry and zingy with ime, ba

dppie

Verus wines are avistnbuted in the UK by Astrum W

"3 1

and became

n martc it S ala s 8 ah . nal tYas O
e Darts S compietely normal for famihes

ieep vines betweer

S Of purity

they succeed

exture, but

refreshing take on

pear ana green

[ »alo ez le> )
STUZalem Urmos

BoZidar Grabovac, Danilo Snajder and Rajko Zlicar at Verus

AS ever, my selechion barely scratches the surface of what Slavenia has
to offer, or iIndeed what my selected producers have 10 offer. Slovenia
& a country that produces excitingly different wines In a wide array of
styles from 2 huge range of grape varieties and s not afraid to blend
Stovenia offers so many high guality and enjovable wines that they
deserve 10 be more wadely available on restaurant wine [ists

uentin Sadier 15 3 wine writer, wing egucator and mapmaker
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